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Tonight’s Program

WELCOME & REMARKS
Dr. Nancy Butler Songer, Dean of the College of Education

Undergraduate Scholarship Spotlight
Ada Roper Memorial Scholarship

Video from Danielle Gertz - Student Recipient for 2021-22

Graduate Scholarship Spotlight
Dr. Cecelia H. Foxley Endowed Fellowship in Educational Psychology     

Video from Kim Larrson - Student Recipient for 2021-22

Toast & Closing Remarks
Dr. Nancy Butler Songer, Dean of the College of Education

Donor & Recipient Breakout Rooms 
Safia Keller, Director of Development, College of Education

A SPECIAL THANKS TO OUR DONORS, FACULTY, STAFF, AND STUDENTS 
WHO HAVE MADE THIS EVENING POSSIBLE



Nancy Butler Songer, 
College of Education Dean

Nancy Butler Songer, PhD 

Greetings and welcome to the 2021-22 College of Education Scholarship Celebration! Although we can’t be 

in person for this event, we know that bringing students, faculty, and donors together is always important. 

We are physically distanced but socially connected, and tonight’s Celebration is proof of our community’s 

strength and interconnectedness.

I want to say how grateful I am to our donors—your generosity and investment in our students’ 

educational journeys ripples outside of our classroom walls. After graduation, our students turn the 

knowledge and skills they gain into a direct impact on teaching practices, K-12 students, educational 

leaders and policymakers, school counselors, and community partners. So thank you!

Despite this unprecedented time, you have continued to invest in our students. This year with donor 

support, we awarded 109 different scholarships to 94 deserving students this year, and your generosity 

truly humbles me. Our students also continue to impress me. Despite numerous challenges, they have 

pursued their dreams with a commitment, flexibility, and sense of adventure that is truly inspiring and 

makes me proud every day. The future in Utah and across the country is bright with talented and 

passionate College of Education students entering the field of education.     



In the next few days, you will be receiving a video from one of our scholarship recipients thanking you for 

your support. I hope hearing from our scholarship recipients and the thank you videos deepen your gift’s 

meaning and bring the true impact of these scholarships to life.   

Thank you for your investment in the next generation of educational professionals. Together, we will 

emerge from this global pandemic stronger and more resilient than ever. I look forward to meeting all of 

you in person soon.

With deepest gratitude,

Nancy Butler Songer, Ph.D.
Dean
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 2021-22 Donor-Funded Scholarships
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awarded 

2021-22 Student Recipients



2021-22 Scholarships & Recipients 

Ada Roper Memorial Endowed Scholarship
Danielle Gertz

Urban Institute for Teacher Education, Family Community & Human Development

Dayna Morris
Urban Institute for Teacher Education, BS Elementary Education

Mary Whitman
Urban Institute for Teacher Education, BS Elementary Education

Adrien Segil Endowed Fund for the College of Education
Alisa Harris

Special Education, BS Severe Disabilities

Connor Johnson
Urban Institute for Teacher Education, BA Film and Media Arts

Geraldine Russom
Urban Institute for Teacher Education, BS Elementary Education

Anna B. Williams Endowed Memorial Scholarship
Valerie Corder

Special Education, BS Severe Disabilities 

Brian W. Campbell and Susan Morrow Scholarship for Research in 
Lesbian, Gay, and Bisexual Studies

Karen Stovall
Educational Psychology, Counseling Psychology, Ph.D.

C. Kay Allen Endowed Scholarship
Reggie Gates

Educational Psychology, Clinical Mental Health Counseling, M.Ed.

C. Verl Benzley, Jr. Endowed Teaching Scholaship Fund
Brandi Pitts

Urban Institute for Teacher Education, BS Elementary Education

Maryann Pierce
Special Education, BS Severe Disabilities



Council for Investments in Education Scholarship
Madisyn Iversen

Urban Institute for Teacher Education, BA Elementary Education

David Snow Bennion Memorial Endowed Scholarship
Geradline Russom

Urban Institute for Teacher Education, BA Elementary Education

Dianne Asmus Bettis and Norman and Blanche Asmus Scholarship
Madison Story

Urban Institute for Teacher Education, BA Elementary Education

Dianne Hale Scholarship in Educational Psychology
Heather Dickson

Educational Psychology, School Counseling, M.Ed.

Dr. Cecelia H. Foxley Endowed Fellowship in Educational Psychology
Kim Larsson

Educational Psychology, Counseling Psychology, Ph.D.

Dr. D.H. Christensen and Catherine Dean Christensen Scholarship
Dayna Morris

Urban Institute for Teacher Education, BS Elementary Education

Jacky Eroza
Urban Institute for Teacher Education, BA Elementary Education

Laura Howell
Urban Institute for Teacher Education, BA Elementary Education

Dr. Suzanne Wade, Ed.D. Scholarship for Single Parents 
Earning Graduate De-grees

Rachel Francom
Educational Psychology, Learning Sciences, Ph.D.

Dr. Tony Morgan Endowed Scholarship Funded by 
Dr. Flynn A. and Alison H. An-drizzi

Gay Cookson
Educational Leadership & Policy, Ph.D.
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2021-22 Scholarships & Recipients 

Edith E. Myers Endowed Scholarship
Amira Trevino

Educational Psychology, Counseling Psychology, Ph.D.

Brendalisse King
Educational Psychology, Counseling Psychology, Ph.D.

Dottie Alo
Educational Leadership & Policy, K-12 Ed.D.

Jenni Guillen
Urban Institute for Teacher Education, BS Elementary Education

Kortney Arveseth
Urban Institute for Teacher Education, BS Elementary Education

Porter Birchum
Urban Institute for Teacher Education, BS Elementary Education

Rosie Ojeda
Education, Culture & Society, Ph.D.

Rylee Kiernan
Special Education, M.Ed. Mild/Moderate Disabilities

Elaine Clark, William Jenson & Janiece Pompa 
Endowed Scholarship

Lauren Martone
Educational Psychology, School Psychology, Ph.D.

Etta Lou Cowles/Rose Endowed Scholarship
Liz Samann

Special Education, Endorsement BCBA

Tessa Marrelli
Special Education, BS Severe Disabilities

Tessa Cahoon
Urban Institute for Teacher Education, BS Elementary Education



2021-22 Scholarships & Recipients

Geneve C. Nelson Memorial Scholarship Fund
Faith Jackson

Urban Institute for Teacher Education, BS Elementary Education

George C. Bolon Dissertation Committee Scholarship
John Wilson

Educational Leadership & Policy, Ed.D. in Higher Education Administration

Herbert I. and Elsa B. Michael Foundation Graduate Student Scholarship
Kristen Smith

Special Education, Mild/Moderate Disabilities, M.Ed.

Hermelinda Pompa Endowed Scholarship
Alyssa Laird

Educational Psychology, School Psychology, Ed.S.

J. George Jones, Jr. and Velma Rife Jones Endowed Scholarship
Amanda Shepard

Educational Psychology, Clinical Mental Health Counseling, M.Ed.

Janet Reyes
Educational Leadership & Policy, M.Ed. With an emphasis in Student Affairs

Nuo Xu
Education, Culture & Society, Ph.D.

John Vernon Harry and Shizuko Nakagawa Harry Scholarship Fund
Jack Collum

Education, Culture & Society, M.Ed.

Shae Howell
Urban Institute for Teacher Education, BFA Art Teaching



2021-22 Scholarships & Recipients

Joseph and Evelyn B. Rosenblatt Scholarship
Hailey Dansie

Urban Institute for Teacher Education, BA Elementary Education

Laura Howell
Urban Institute for Teacher Education, BS Elementary Education

Tessa Cahoon
Urban Institute for Teacher Education, BS Elementary Education

Victoria Curto
Urban Institute for Teacher Education, BS Elementary Education

Lydia Anna Soeffner Memorial Scholaship Fund
Flor Mejia

Urban Institute for Teacher Education, BS Elementary Education

Juliette Ainsworth
Urban Institute for Teacher Education, BS Elementary Education

Kelsey Cox
Urban Institute for Teacher Education, Honors & BS Elementary Education

Marjean Larson Ballard Scholarship
Anna Sherrod

Urban Institute for Teacher Education, Ed.D. in Higher Education Administration

Mark and Connie Woodland Endowed Scholarship 
Makayla Hanzen

Urban Institute for Teacher Education, BA Elementary Education



2021-22 Scholarships & Recipients

Mary Elizabeth Baum Hanks Endowed Scholarship in Elementary Education
Madeline Hundley

Urban Institute for Teacher Education, BS Elementary Education

Victoria Curto
Urban Institute for Teacher Education, BS Elementary Education

Geraldine Russom
Urban Institute for Teacher Education, BS Elementary Education

Sydney Stowell
Urban Institute for Teacher Education, BS Elementary Education

Math/Science/Foreign Language Scholarship
Adam Montgomery

Urban Institute for Teacher Education, BS Chemistry Teaching

Conner Winder
Urban Institute for Teacher Education, BS Physics Teaching

Mia Rossmango
Urban Institute for Teacher Education, BS Math Teaching

Melba G. Arnesen Memorial Scholarship
Jared Dale

Urban Institute for Teacher Education, BS Elementary Education

Milan S. Papulak Memorial Scholarship
Rachel Francom

Educational Psychology, Learning Sciences, Ph.D.

Milton Bennion Endowed Scholarship
James Smith

Educational Leadership & Policy, K-12 in School Leadership, M.Ed.



2021-22 Scholarships & Recipients 

Nyla D. Schowe Endowed Scholarship Fund in Special Education
Lily Palmer

Special Education, M.Ed. BCBA

Paulette O. Poudras Scholarship Fund
Amy Pace

Educational Psychology, Instructional Design & 
Educational Technology, M.Ed.

Naomi Lunt
Urban Institute for Teacher Education, BS Elementary Education

Phyllis Allen Jex Memorial Scholarship Fund
Amy Pace

Educational Psychology, Instructional Design & 
Educational Technology, M.Ed.

Leanne Martin
Educational Psychology, School Counseling, M.Ed.

Lora Gibbons
Educational Psychology, Instructional Design & 

Educational Technology, M.Ed.

Robert Sevy Scholarship for Math and Science Majors
Brandon Kohler

Urban Institute for Teacher Education, BS Chemistry Teaching

Katherine Oxspring
Urban Institute for Teacher Education, BS Math Teaching

Rulon M. and Golda L. Richards Endowed Scholarship
Katherine Oxspring

Urban Institute for Teacher Education, BS Math Teaching

Ruth H. Lundgren Endowed Scholarship
Sydney Stowell

Urban Institute for Teacher Education, BS Elementary Education



2021-22 Scholarships & Recipients

Shirley L. and Kathelyne Oswald Evans Endowed Scholarship
Nile Brandt

Educational Psychology, Counseling Psychology, Ph.D.

Sarah Jones
Educational Leadership & Policy, K12 Ed.D. with an Emphasis in Student Affairs

Wing Ng
Educational Psychology, Counseling Psychology, Ph.D.

Yocia Abney
Educational Leadership & Policy, M.Ed. With an Emphasis in Student Affairs

Sylvia Harrie Memorial Scholarship
Paige Rung

Urban Institute for Teacher Education, BS Elementary Education

Teacher Recruitment Scholar 
Brenda Jimenez

Urban Institute for Teacher Education, BS Health and Kinesiology Teaching

Carlos Miranda
Urban Institute for Teacher Education, BFA Art Teaching

Jaqueline Chavez
Urban Institute for Teacher Education, BS Elementary Education

Mariana Garcia
Urban Institute for Teacher Education, BS Elementary Education

Mayela Diaz
Urban Institute for Teacher Education, BS Elementary Education

Montserrat Avila
Urban Institute for Teacher Education, BS Elementary Education

Naiby Chan
Urban Institute for Teacher Education, BS Elementary Education



2021-22 Scholarships & Recipients 

Sandra Gonzalez
Urban Institute for Teacher Education, BA English Teaching

Yaleve Hunt
Urban Institute for Teacher Education, BS Elementary Education

Ted & Kay Packard Endowed Graduate Fellowship in 
Educational Psychology

Taylor Kevern
Educational Psychology, Counseling Psychology, Ph.D.

Terrel H. Bell Federal Scholarship Program
Austin Bond

Urban Institute for Teacher Education, BS Math Teaching

Brandi Pitts
Urban Institute for Teacher Education, BS Elementary Education

Brandon Kohler
Urban Institute for Teacher Education, BS Chemistry Teaching

Dayna Morris
Urban Institute for Teacher Education, BS Elementary Education

Don Ly
Urban Institute for Teacher Education, BS Elementary Education

El Peterson
Urban Institute for Teacher Education, BA English Teaching

Emily Murrell
Special Education, Early Childhood Special Education, M.Ed.

Emma Jackson
Special Education, BS Mild/Moderate Disabilities

Faith Jackson
Urban Institute for Teacher Education, BS Elementary Education



2021-22 Scholarships & Recipients

Flor Mejia
Urban Institute for Teacher Education, BS Elementary Education

Hailey Dansie
Urban Institute for Teacher Education, BA Elementary Education

Jack Collum
Education, Culture & Society, M.Ed.

Jacky Eroza
Urban Institute for Teacher Education, BA Elementary Education

Juliette Ainsworth
Urban Institute for Teacher Education, BS Elementary Education

Justin Martinez
Educational Psychology, School Counseling, M.Ed.

Kristen Smith
Special Education, M.Ed. Mild/Moderate Disabilities

Leslie Sundbom
Special Education, M.Ed. Severe Disabilities

Lori Miller
Special Education, M.Ed. Visual Impairments

Luz Clarita Zamudio
Urban Institute for Teacher Education, BS Elementary Education

Madeline Hundley
Urban Institute for Teacher Education, BS Elementary Education

Madison Story
Urban Institute for Teacher Education, BA Elementary Education

Madisyn Iversen
Urban Institute for Teacher Education, BA Elementary Education



2021-22 Scholarships & Recipients 

Makayla Hanzen
Urban Institute for Teacher Education, BA Elementary Education

Mary Whitman
Urban Institute for Teacher Education, BS Elementary Education

Paola Sendejas
Urban Institute for Teacher Education, BS Elementary Education

Rachel Pratt
Urban Institute for Teacher Education, BS Math Teaching

Shae Howell
Urban Institute for Teacher Education, BFA Art Teaching

Sierra Hunter
Special Education, BS Mild/Moderate Disabilities

Sydney Stowell
Urban Institute for Teacher Education, BS Elementary Education

Tessa Cahoon
Urban Institute for Teacher Education, BS Elementary Education

Tessa Marrelli
Special Education, BS Severe Disabilities

Valerie Corder
Special Education, BS Severe Disabilities

The Family of Mary Jane Bosley Endowed Scholarship 
Paige Dubrow

Educational Psychology, School Psychology, Ph.D.

Sierra Hunter
Special Education, BS Mild/Moderate Disabilities

Stevan Lopes
Educational Psychology, Clinical Mental Health Counseling, M.Ed.



2021-22 Scholarships & Recipients

The Hilda Christensen Larsen Endowed Scholarship for Sensory Impairments
Lori Miller

Special Education, M.Ed. Visual Impairments

Tara Pursel
Special Education, BS Visual Impairments/Early Childhood Special Education

The M. Lynn and Katherine S. Bennion Scholarship
Jacky Eroza

Urban Institute for Teacher Education, BA Elementary Education

Justin Martinez
Educational Psychology, School Counseling, M.Ed.

The Maestros Para Los Ninos Endowed Scholarship 
Paola Sendejas

Urban Institute for Teacher Education, BS Elementary Education

The Molly Lawson Research Fellowship
Michael Farrell

Special Education, Ph.D.

Paige Furbush
Special Education, Ph.D.

The Roald F. & Della J. Campbell Endowed Scholarship
Joshua Wennergren

Educational Leadership & Policy, Ed.D. in Higher Education Administration

Thomas D. Dee, III & Candace Cartwright Dee, PhD Endowed 
Teaching Assistantship Fund

Alyssa Laird
Educational Psychology, School Psychology, Ed.S.

Jocelyn Cazier
Educational Psychology, School Psychology, Ed.S.

Madison Beckstead
Educational Psychology, School Psychology, Ed.S.



2021-22 Scholarships & Recipients 

William M. Stewart Graduate School Scholarship
Ashley Licata

Special Education, Mild/Moderate Disabilities, M.Ed.

Winifred Dyer Memorial Endowed Scholarship
Katie Nitka

Educational Leadership & Policy, K-12 Ed.D.

Zua Neff Endowed Scholarship Fund 
Emily Murrell

Special Education, Early Childhood Special Education, M.Ed.

Lori Miller
Urban Institute for Teacher Education, M.Ed. Visual Impairments

Madeleine Kelly
Urban Institute for Teacher Education, HBS Elementary Education

A special thank-you to those donors who also made a 
significant gift to our College of Education 

General Student Scholarship Fund.

Marva Teran in memory of Robert Teran
Brian Teran in memory of Robert Teran

Dr. David and Lisa Kieda
F. Neal and Ann W. Mortenson



Thank you to all our generous donors 
for supporting our students in their  

educational journey! 

We appreciate your continued support. 


